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Council of Ministers. The Council met very rarely, as a
rule under the presidency of the Emperor. In January,
1905, His Majesty convened the Council and at the end of
the session remarked in a casual manner, speaking to Count
Solski: "I beg you, Count, to call the Council for the dis-
cussion of all the questions either raised by the ministers
or pointed out by me." After that all the subjects relating
to the projected reforms came under the jurisdiction of the
Council, which became known as the Solski Conference.
This body survived the reforms which followed the con-
stitutional manifesto of October 17, 1905, and functioned
alongside of the Imperial Council. It was this conference
that raised again the question of admitting elected repre-
sentatives to the legislative institutions. The measure re-
ceived the support of Kokovtzev, among others. He de-
clared that without this measure it would be difficult to
contract the loan necessitated by the war. Bulygin, on his
part, opined that the internal situation of the country made-
this reform an imperative necessity. As a result of this dis-
cussion, His Majesty asked Bulygin to draft a rescript em-
powering him, i.e., Bulygin, as the Minister of the Interior,
to work out a plan of summoning representatives elected by
the population to take part in the work of legislation.
The next session, which was to take up Bulygin's draft of
the rescript, was set for the following day, if I remember
correctly. In the morning some of the members of the con-
ference, including myself, met at a station on their way to
Tsarskoye Selo, where the meetings took place. We were
all greatly upset and indignant The morning papers con-
tained the text of a manifesto which had come to us as a
complete surprise. Minister of Justice Manukhin explained
that last night the manifesto was sent to him for publication.
He had intended to observe all the prescribed formalities
and promulgate the document through the Senate, but the
chief of His Majesty's Chancery requested him in the Em-